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TAGS: XF 

SUB J : MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 

KUWAIT POUCH MUSCAT, DOHA; BEIRUT POUCH BAGHDAD BRASILIA POUCH 
RECIFE 

1. FOLLOWING IS MIDDLE EAST SITUATION THROUGH EVENING OF 
OCTOBER 25. 

2. CEASEFIRE. SECOND CEASEFIRE SEEMS TO BE FIRMING UP. 

ISRAEL INFORMS US THAT IT COOPERATING FULLY WITH UNTSO 
ON DEPLOYMENT OF OBSERVERS BOTH IN NORTH AND SOUTH. ON 
SINAI FRONT, UNTSO TEAMS TAKING UP POSITIONS ON THE WEST 
BANK OF THE CANAL ON ISRAELI AND EGYPTIAN SIDES OF LINE; 
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SOME ALREADY IN PLACE AND REPORTING. 

3. ISRAELIS CLAIM THAT EGYPTIAN THIRD ARMY IS TOTALLY 
ISOLATED ON EAST BANK OF SUEZ CANAL BETWEEN GREAT BITTER 
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LAKE AND SUEZ CITY. THEY ALSO CLAIM IDF CONTROLS ALL 
SUPPLY LINES FROM EGYPT TO SUEZ CITY AND TO THIRD ARMY, 

AND THAT ISRAELI NAVY IS PATROLLING NORTHERN GULF OF 
SUEZ. THEREFORE. THEY EFFECTIVELY BLOCKADE COAST OF 
THIRD ARMY AREA. IDF REPORTS THAT EGYPTIAN FORCES CUT 
OFF ON EAST SIDE OF CANAL CONSIST OF APPROXIMATELY 30,000 
MEN AND 200 TANKS. 

4. ON SYRIAN FRONT, 3 UN OBSERVER TEAMS HAVE REACHED 
FORWARD IDF POSITION ON GOLAN HEIGHTS AND HAVE SET UP 
OPERATIONS. 

5. EGYPTIAN REACTION TO THE ISRAELI PENETRATION INTO 

THE WEST BANK AND TO SECOND CEASEFIRE IS ONE OF CONFUSION 
AND DISBELIEF. HARD QUESTIONS HAVE BEGUN TO BE ASKED. 

CAIRO PRESS IS TRYING TO DOWN-PLAY EXTENT OF ISRAELI 
PRESENCE AND TO CALM DOUBTS ABOUT MILITARY SITUATION. 

6. GENERAL FEELING IN SYRIAN ARMY IS REPORTEDLY THAT 
SARG SHOULD NOT HAVE ACCEPTED CEASE-FIRE. CIVILIAN 
MORALE REMAINS HIGH WITH DETERMINATION TO WAGE QUOTE POPU- 
LAR WAR UNQUOTE DESPITE HEAVY DAMAGE TO ECONOMIC SECTOR. 
WHILE PRESIDENT ASSAD S POSITION WAS STRENGTHENED BY 
SYRIA'S PARTICIPATION IN WAR AND ARMY'S RELATIVE SUCCESS, 

HIS CAPACITY TO HOLD ON WILL BE WEAKENED IF HE CANNOT 
SHOW VISIBLE POLITICAL GAINS FROM HIS ACCEPTANCE OF 
CEASE-FIRE. COMPLICATING FACTOR IS GROWING PRESENCE OF 
IRAQI FORCES IN SYRIA, NOW IN EXCESS OF TWO DIVISIONS. 

IRAQ HAS NOT FORMALLY ACCEPTED CEASE-FIRE AND IORDANIAN 
ARMY SOURCES BELIEVE IRAQI FORCES IN SYRIA COULD DRAW 
ON SUPPORT OF LEFTIST BAATH SYRIANS AND FEDAYEEN 
ORGANIZATIONS WHICH ARE SEEKING TO TOPPLE THE PRESENT 
SYRIAN REGIME. 

7. SAUDIS ARE REPORTED TO BE RELIEVED OVER CEASEFIRE, 

BUT SKEPTICAL AS TO ITS DURATION AND ITS ULTIMATE 
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SIGNIFICANCE. EMBASSY JIDDA DOES NOT EXPECT SAUDIS 
TO REVOKE STEPS THEY HAVE TAKEN ON OIL UNTIL OUTLINE OF 
A SETTLEMENT ACCEPTABLE TO SAUDI ARABIA BECOMES CLEAR. 

OIL COMPANY SOURCES REPORT THAT SAUDI ARABIA HAS ORDERED 
THAT US MILITARY VESSELS AND VESSELS CHARTERED BY US 
MILITARY ARE NOT TO BE BUNKERED IN SAUDI PORTS. 

8. MAJOR FEDAYEEN LEADERS (FATAH AND SAIQA) IN LEBANON 
HAVE REPORTEDLY AGREED TO CEASE BORDER ACTIVITIES ON 
CONDITION THAT ISRAEL OBSERVE CEASEFIRE AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
PUBLICLY RECOGNIZE PALESTINIAN RIGHTS AND CAUSE. 

LEBANESE ARE SEEKING ASSURANCES FROM SMALLER FEDAYEEN 
GROUPS. GOL TELLS US IT IS DOING ALL IT CAN TO KEEP 
BORDER WITH ISRAEL QUIET. 
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9. SC RESOLUTION. SECURITY COUNCIL ADOPTED REVISED 
EIGHT-POWER RESOLUTION AT APPROXIMATELY 1530 EDT. VOTE 
WAS 14 IN FAVOR, WITH CHINA NOT PARTICIPATING. LATEST 
RESOLUTION DEMANDS IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE AND RETURN TO 
POSITIONS OCCUPIED AT 1650 GMT ON OCTOBER 22, CALLS FOR 
INCREASE IN NUMBER OF UN OBSERVERS ON BOTH SIDES, AND 
DECIDES TO SET UP UN EMERGENCY FORCE COMPOSED OF 
PERSONNEL FROM UN MEMBER STATES EXCEPT PERMANENT MEMBERS 
OF SECURITY COUNCIL. 

10. SECRETARY'S PRESS CONFERENCE. (SUMMARIZED IN 
STATE 210714). 

1 1 . FRG OPPOSITION TO US ARMS SHIPMENTS. IN RESPONSE 
TO PRESENTATION OF USG VIEWS TODAY, FRG REMAINED FIRM 
IN ITS POSITION THAT NO FURTHER US ARMS SHIPMENTS TO 
ISRAEL BE MADE FROM FRG. ACCORDING TO THE FRG, THERE ARE 
QUOTE MASSIVE PRESSURES UNQUOTE FROM ARAB GOVERNMENTS 
AND ARABS HAVE CHARGED THAT WEAPONS DELIVERIES FROM FRG 
HELPED ISRAELIS COUNTER ARAB OFFENSIVE AND ESTABLISH 
BRIDGEHEAD ON WEST BANK OF SUEZ CANAL. GERMANS EXPRESSED 
PARTICULAR CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE ARAB OIL BOYCOTT. 

BONN ASKED THAT USG RECIPROCATE PREVIOUS GERMAN UNDER- 
STANDING IN EARLIER PHASES OF MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT BY 
SHOWING UNDERSTANDING NOW FOR DIFFICULT GERMAN POSITION. 
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12. ISRAELI RELATIONS WITH AFRICA. NIGERIA ANNOUNCED 
TODAY THAT IT HAD BROKEN RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. REASON 
GIVEN WAS THAT ISRAEL HAD ADVANCED BEYOND 1967 CEASEFIRE 
LINES ON WEST BANK OF SUEZ CANAL. LIBERIA REPORTEDLY 
FINDS ITSELF IN DIFFICULT POSITION BECAUSE OF BREAKS 

WITH ISRAEL BY NIGERIA AND ETHIOPIA, AND WILL BE 
RECONSIDERING ISSUE OF BREAKING RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 
TOMORROW OR NEXT DAY. 

13. SYRIANS AND EGYPTIANS ACCUSE U.S. OF RECONNAISSANCE 
FLIGHTS. SYRIANS HAVE REPORTEDLY ACCUSED U.S. OF 
RESUMING QUOTE SPY FLIGHTS, UNQUOUTE CLAIMING THAT 
UNMANNED SR-71 PENETRATED THEIR AIRSPACE THIS MORNING 
AND THEN RETURNED TO ISRAEL. EGYPT CLAIMED U.S. 

CONDUCTED TWO OVERFLIGHTS OF EGYPTIAN TERRITORY AT HIGH 
ALTITUDE TODAY. KISSINGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED TO ABOVE ADDEES. 
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